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BIDDENDEN TRACTORFEST 
15-16 August 2026 

Venue: Holden Farm, Sissinghurst Road, Biddenden, TN27 8EZ.  

what3words///sizes.mopped.dabbling. www.tractorfest.co.uk 
 

EVENT RULES AND REGULATIONS 

VEHICLE EXHIBITS 
 

Biddenden Tractorfest is organised by a team of volunteers and the Kent County Agricultural Society (registered 

charity no: 1001191), to raise money to support the future of agriculture in Kent and to support clubs, amenities and 

charities within the local area. To find out more about the Kent County Agricultural Society, visit www.kcas.org.uk.  

 

We pride ourselves on putting on an event which is safe and enjoyable for all.  Please ensure you have read our rules 

& regulations thoroughly and if you have any queries please speak to your section manager. 

 

1. APPLICATION TO ATTEND  

All applications to attend as a Vehicle Exhibitor must be submitted on the appropriate form, (see 

www.tractorfest.co.uk), which must be signed by the Exhibitor (or their representative), as acceptance of the 

following regulations. It is the responsibility of the signatory to ensure that persons working for, or assisting, whether 

paid or unpaid are aware and abide by these regulations. Tractorfest® reserve the right to refuse an application. No 

application is guaranteed until confirmed in writing by Tractorfest®. 

 

2. CLOSING DATES AND PAYMENTS 

Closing date for entries 31 July 2026

Tractors   

999 Emergency Services   

Horticultural Machinery & Bygones   

Steam 

Stationary Engines    

Classic Motorcycles 

Cars and Commercials  

Military

 

All vehicle exhibits are free to enter. Late entries will only be considered in exceptional circumstances. Please be sure 

to provide an email address as confirmation will be sent upon receipt of application.  

 

3. ACCESS/EGRESS  

You can commence setting up your exhibit between 9.00am – 7.00pm on Friday 14th August 2026 and from 7.30am – 
9.00am on Saturday 15th/Sunday 16th August 2026. Please note there is no entry on Thursday 13th August 2026. This 
is for safety reasons and there will be no exceptions. 
 

Entry to the site will be strictly controlled. All exhibitors will be issued with a vehicle entry voucher prior to the event. 

To avoid delay the entry voucher must be available for scanning on entry to the site. If you have entered multiple 

vehicles, please make sure all entry vouchers are scanned. Once on site, two wristbands will be issued at check-in 

with your section manager (to a maximum of six wristbands for those entering multiple exhibits) which must be worn 

at all times and for re-admission into the site. 

 

If required, two junior wristbands for dependents aged 16 or under will also be issued at check-in. These must be 

applied for on your application form and must be worn at all times.  

 

Lost wristbands: Please note, the full ticket price will be charged if wristbands need to be replaced.  
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Tractorfest® is open to the public from 10.00am – 5.00pm Saturday and Sunday.  There is no vehicle movement on 

site from 9.30am until 5.00pm on both days. 
 

Please note: No additional wristbands will be available for purchase. Additional tickets can be purchased via the 
website at the pre-show rate. These will be available in the spring.   
 

4. LEGAL REQUIREMENTS  

All legislation applicable to driving your vehicle on the road applies whilst you are on site at Biddenden 

Tractorfest, both within and outside of show hours. 

 

Public Liability Insurance 

All exhibitors must have Public Liability Insurance with the minimum liability required for their exhibit. A copy must 

be available throughout the event.  

 

Vehicle Insurance  

All vehicles entering the site must be covered by minimum insurance required by the Road Traffic Act. All Exhibitors 

should ensure that Insurance documents are available for inspection at the event, should they be required.  

 

Licence to Drive  

Exhibitors must hold a current driving licence applicable to the vehicle they are driving. Anyone driving a vehicle on 

site must be aged over 16 and hold the relevant driving licence for the vehicle being driven (see regulations for young 

drivers below). Non-road legal vehicles such as golf buggies and mini motorbikes are not permitted at Tractorfest® 

and only exhibiting vehicles and accompanying vehicles may be driven on site. 

 

Electrical Equipment  

All electrical equipment must be PAT tested prior to the event.  

 

5. GDPR – DATA PROTECTION  

All data given upon submitting an application form for Tractorfest® (either digital or hard copy) will be stored and 

handled in accordance with the Kent County Agricultural Society’s privacy policy which can be found here: 

https://kentshowground.co.uk/privacy-policy/.   If required, we will share your personal data with our third-party 

contractors, service providers and other exhibitors (who are also exhibiting and working at the same show), for 

purposes of organising the event. The information provided on the forms relating to the show exhibit will be retained 

for two years following the termination of the show. 

 

6. VEHICLE – GENERAL REGULATIONS 

● All exhibits should be presented in a clean condition.  

● No vehicles must be left running unattended.  

● Drip trays must be provided by the exhibitor if the vehicle is prone to oil leaks.   

● Static Exhibits with moving parts below a height of 6ft must be operated from behind a safety barrier.  

● Static Machinery – All static machinery should be secure with ignition keys removed. No part of a raised 

machine should rely solely on hydraulic pressure. All sharp points and extended parts at head height should 

be clearly masked.  

● Insurance documents must be available for inspection at all times.  

● Once an application has been received, it is the responsibility of the exhibitor to inform the section manager 

if they become unable to attend the event for any reason. If they do not inform the section manager, 

application may be refused for future shows.  

 

 

https://kentshowground.co.uk/privacy-policy/
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7. VEHICLE MOVEMENT  

● Vehicles can access the event site from 7.30am on event days. 

● All Exhibitors vehicles must be parked and ready to exhibit by 9.30am on the day of the event. 

● No vehicle movement will be permitted between 9.30am – 5.00pm in any circumstances unless due to 

medical emergency (except to enter/exit an arena display). Movement will need to be authorised by the 

Event Safety Controller/Officer and if agreed, must be escorted by a steward. Please contact your section 

manager if applicable.  

● Vehicles should NOT be driven around the site after Show hours, this includes to and from the bar areas. 

The only vehicle movements after show hours should be to enter or exit the site via the Main Entrance. 

● Exhibitors should not drive under the influence of alcohol before, during or post show opening hours.   

● Vehicles will be restricted to a maximum speed of 5mph at all times, including when the show is closed.  

● Vehicles must be safely parked, braked and/or choked in position and disabled when not being driven to and 

from the arena. 

 

8. TRACTOR EXHIBITS  

● As stated by UK law, no children under the age of 13 should ride in the cab/next to the driver of a tractor. 

This rule applies at Biddenden Tractorfest. Please note that any additional passengers over the age of 13 

should only ride on the seats the tractor was manufactured with (one per seat). Passengers are not 

permitted to ride on any other part of the tractor, including in trailers. 

● Please see below for young driver rules and regulations.  

 

9. STEAM - MINIATURE AND FULL SIZE   

● Steam engines will be permitted to move around the site without a steward providing their speed does not 

exceed 5mph and if safe to do so. Under no circumstance may they enter or remain stationary by the 

food/catering areas.  

● Please see below for young driver rules and regulations.  

 

10. STATIONARY ENGINE EXHIBITS  

● Stationary Engines must be run, for the majority of the time during the period 10.00am to 4.30pm on event 

days.  

● No Stationary Engine must be left unattended with engine running.  

● Stationary Engines exhibits with moving parts must be displayed/operated from behind a safety barrier.  

 

11. YOUNG DRIVERS 

Exhibitors in charge of vehicles at Biddenden Tractorfest should hold a full driving licence or have the appropriate 

licence for road and event use for the vehicle they are driving. All vehicles must have the appropriate insurance to 

cover the vehicle and the driver of the vehicle. The below rules apply to all areas of the show including the arenas.  

 

Cars, Motorbikes, Commercials, Military, Emergency Services and full size steam 

● All drivers must hold a full driving licence.  

● Drivers who are 17 years old and over who hold a provisional licence are not permitted to drive on site at 

Biddenden Tractorfest.  

 

Tractors  

● Drivers must be at least 16 years old. 

● All drivers must hold the correct provisional or full driving licence and have passed a tractor driving test.  

● As per the Government guidelines: 16 year olds can only drive tractors less than 2.45 metres wide and tow 

trailers less than 2.45 metres wide with 2 wheels, or 4 wheels close-coupled (close together). 
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Miniature Steam (see above for full size steam) 

● Drivers must be at least 14 years old and should have experience of controlling a miniature steam engine.  

● Young drivers must be escorted at all times by an experienced adult with a full driving licence and must be 

covered by the exhibitor’s insurance.  

● If the event becomes crowded, movement around the event may be resisted.  

 

Horticultural Equipment  

● When being moved around the site and to the parade ring: All equipment should be under the control of 

someone aged 17 years and older with a full driving licence.  

● Once in the ring, control can be passed to a young driver/controller aged 14 years or older. Machines should 

be low powered (no more than 12hp). The driver with the full licence should remain with the young driver at 

all times.  

● Young drivers must be accompanied on a 1:1 basis (adults are not permitted to escort more than one young 

driver/controller). 

● Vehicles over 12hp should only be driven by those aged 17 and older with a full driving licence.  

 

12. CAMPING  

Camping for exhibitors will be permitted but only in areas designated by Tractorfest®.  Please complete the camping 

part of the application form to inform the organisers of your wish to camp. Tractors, cars, commercials and 

motorcycle exhibitors will be required to complete an additional camping/caravan form. This should be requested at 

time of application and sent to Lucy Hegarty (info@tractorfest.co.uk) by 31 July 2026. Camping is strictly for 

exhibitors only. There is no public camping available on site.  

 

13. CAMP SITE RULES AND REGULATIONS  

Please note the following rules and regulations should be adhered to whether your section camps with their vehicle 

on the show site or in the camping field.  

 

Entry / Exit  

The caravan site will be open for entry from 9.00am to 7.00pm on Friday 14th August and from 7.30am to 9.00am on 

Saturday 15th August. Please note all vehicles must be in place by 9.30am on Saturday 15th August.    

 

The camp site must be clear by midday on Monday 17th August.  

 

An exhibitor campsite wristband must be shown to security to gain access to the camp site field. Only those wearing 

an exhibitor campsite wristband will be admitted. Please note that visitors will not be allowed onto the camp site 

field at any time throughout the weekend.  

 

Dogs and other pets are welcome. They must be always kept on leads and cleared up after.  

 

Pitch Allocation / Vehicles  

Camping for exhibitors will be permitted but only in areas designated by Tractorfest®. Tractorfest® does not 

guarantee that camping will be either adjacent or close to the owners’ exhibit.  

 

Camping / caravan pitches will be provided free of charge to exhibitors on a first come first served basis and must be 
booked pre-show. Each exhibitor will only be issued with one camping/caravan pitch no matter how many vehicles 
they enter. Please note that the number of pitches is limited by the space available and once capacity is reached, no 
further forms will be accepted.    
 

All towing vehicles / low loaders should be removed from the camp site field to the dedicated car park. Vehicles 

being exhibited can be brought back to the camp site field after 5.00pm on each show day.  

 

 

mailto:info@tractorfest.co.uk


Tractorfest Rules and Regulations                                      5                                                                          Amended 09.11.25 

 

Services 

The following services will be provided in the camp site field: 

● Water  

● Toilets  

● Elsan points for liquid waste removal  

● Bins for general waste. 

 

Please note there are no electric hook-ups. Exhibitors bringing generators should ensure they are sited correctly. All 

generators should be turned off between 10.00pm and 7.00am.  

 

Fires / BBQ’s  

We will assess the weather conditions prior to the event and confirm if we can allow open fires and BBQ’s.  

 

If fires / BBQ’s are allowed, please ensure these are placed off the ground so that there is no damage to the ground. 

Fire prevention equipment is the responsibility of the exhibitor.  

 

General  

We ask that noise is kept to a minimum between 10.00pm and 7.00am. All exhibitors should be respectful to other 

exhibitors, our volunteer stewards and our security team. Disrespectful behaviour or language will not be accepted, 

and you will not be invited back to Tractorfest® again in the future.  

 

Non-road legal vehicles such as golf buggies and mini motorbikes are not permitted at Tractorfest® and only 

exhibiting vehicles and accompanying vehicles may be driven on site, including in the campsite. 

 
Tractorfest® reserves the right to withdraw permission to camp if the vehicle/tent/structure is considered 
inappropriate due to size or appearance.  
 

We are very grateful to be able to use the field at Holden Farm for Biddenden Tractorfest. Please ensure you leave no 

trace of having camped on these fields so that we can continue to come back in future years.  

 

14. EXHIBITOR RESPONSIBILITY  

Exhibitors are responsible for the safety of their children and pets. Dogs must be kept on a lead at all times and any 

mess cleaned up.  

No drones should be flown without prior permission from the event organiser.  

No balloons or sky lanterns are permitted on site for the safety of animals on site and in the surrounding area.  

 

15. SECURITY  

Tractorfest® will not be held responsible for damage or theft of goods by a third party during the period the Exhibitor 

is on site. Tractorfest® will have contracted security on site to assist with access control and visitor safety.  

Security patrols will take place throughout the event and overnight to ensure the rules and regulations of the event 

are adhered to throughout. 

 

16. WASTE DISPOSAL 

● Bins for general waste disposal will be provided by Tractorfest® throughout the site. 

● Exhibitors must clear their area and adjoining areas each day at the closure of the event.  

● No waste food must remain on site at the closure of the event. Any exhibitor found to have left food items 

on site at the end of the event will be barred from future events.  

 

17. ADVERTISING  

Advertising space is available for vehicle clubs, trade stands and attractions in the event programme. Prices start at 

just over £60.00 offering a good way to promote your products and services. See www.tractorfest.co.uk for full 

details.  

about:blank
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18. SOCIAL MEDIA  

Tractorfest® will be promoted via social media and local advertising. Please mention @biddenden_tractorfest in your 

social media.  

 

19. CONTINGENCY PLANS  

Tractorfest® committee will do everything possible to ensure the safety of everyone attending the event and request 

that in the case of an emergency you follow instructions from section managers, stewards and organisers as 

promptly as possible.  

 

20. CANCELLATION OF EVENT  

In the event, for whatever reason, that Tractorfest® be cancelled, no refunds of monies already received will be 

given.  

 

21. SOCIETY OFFICIALS AND STEWARDS  

● The Kent County Agricultural Society delegates power to the section managers and show manager to enforce 

all the regulations of the Show.  

● Your signature is your agreement to adhere to any rules, instructions or safety measures imposed by the 

event organiser during or in connection with the event.  

● Tractorfest®, its officials and representatives reserve the right to refuse entry to any person, business or 

organisation at their discretion.  

● Any verbal or physical abuse of any kind to staff members, volunteer stewards, contractors or other 

exhibitors will NOT be tolerated.  

● Tractorfest® reserves the right to review and amend these rules and regulations as required. It is the 

responsibility of the exhibitor to ensure they have the most up to date version of the rules and regulations.  

 

22. EVENT ORGANISERS  

Kent County Agricultural Society (Registered Charity Number: 1001191) 

 

The Kent County Agricultural Society has been supporting education and improvement in agriculture, horticulture, 

forestry and related industries since its foundation in 1923. It provides grants to Kent Young Farmers Clubs and offers 

university scholarships to students wishing to study in related fields. The Society also provides free education on 

farming to young children through the ‘Farming in the Classroom’ initiative and the Living Land event.   

 

The Society’s headline event is the Kent County Show; the region’s showcase event for farming, countryside, and 

rural life. The three day show in July brings together the best food, animals, and entertainment that Kent has to offer 

and reveals the true spirit of "The Garden of England." 

 

Alongside its work in supporting education in agriculture for young children and students, the Society also supports 

the county’s agricultural and land-based industries and workers through recognition awards, the Kent Farming 

Conference in January, its trade show; Farm Expo in March and a celebration of vintage vehicles, the Heritage 

Transport Show in April. 

 

More on the Kent County Agricultural Society’s work and how to support this local charity can be found by visiting 

www.kcas.org.uk.   

http://www.kcas.org.uk/

